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SUB J : PM DESAI'S AUGUST 21 PRESS CONFERENCE 

1 . MONDAY PESS HERE GAVE PROMINENT BILLING TO PRIME 
MINISTER DESAI'S PATNA PRESS CONFERENCE COMMENTS ON 
HIS TRAVEL PLANS AND ON ASPECTS OF INDIAN RELATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND THE US. 

2. PM'S PLANS TO VISIT THE USSR AND THE US HAD 
ALREADY BEEN WIDELY REPORTED IN PRESS EARLIER ON THE 
WEEKEND, AND HE WAS INEVITABLY ASKED WHETHER IN GOING 
TO THE TWO SUPERPOWERS IN QUICK SUCCESSION HE WAS 
NOT TRYING TO "BALANCE" THE TWO. DESAI REPORTEDLY 
REPLIED "NO, BOTH HAD INVITED ME AND BOTH HAD BEEN 
PRESSING THAT I SHOULD VISIT THEM QUICKLY." HE 

ADDED THAT INDIA'S FOREIGN POLICY WAS NOT BALANCE OF 
POWER ORIENTED BUT RATHER SOUGHT TO PROMOTE AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STRENGTHEN FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES. 

3. THE PM REPORTEDLY REITERATED HIS FIRM STAND 
AGAINST PNES, MAINTAINING THAT WHILE INDIA WOULD CON- 
TINUE TO USE AND DEVELOP NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR PEACEFUL 
PURPOSES NO EXPLOSION WAS NEEDED FOR SUCH PURPOSES. 
ACCORDING TO ONE ACCOUNT, THE PM DENIED THAT THERE 
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WAS ANY UNDERSTANDING WITH THE US ON THIS SUBJECT, 
REPORTEDLY ASSERTING "WE ARE NOT HERE TO BARTER AY- 
THING AWAY." 

4. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, DESAI ALSO REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT THERE WAS NO CLAUSE IN THE INDO-SOVIET 
TREATY WHICH BOUND INDIA TO SUPPORT THE SOVIET UNION 
IN THE EVENT OF A WAR. HE DENIED THAT IT WAS A 
DEFENSE TREATY. ACCORDING TO SOME ACCOUNTS, THE PM 
"DISMISSED" THE SUGGESTION THAT THE TREATY PROVISIONS 
BE MADE PUBLIC, ASKING WHY THIS DEMAND HAD NOT BEEN 
MADE IN THE YEARS SINCE IT WAS SIGNED IN 1971. 

"MUST EVERYTHING BE MADE PUBLIC," HE RETORTED. 

COMMENT: WE ARE CONFUSED BY THIS REPORTED EXCHANGE. 
AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, BUT THE PM AND THE PATNA 
PRESS CORPS MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN, THE TEXT WAS MADE 
PUBLIC BY THE GANDHI GOVERNMENT. THERE HAVE LONG 
BEEN RUMORS OF SECRET CLAUSES AND MORARJI MAY HAVE 
BEEN REFERRING TO THESE PROVISIONS. IF SO, IT WOULD 
CONSTITUTE THE FIRST OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF THEIR 
EXISTENCE. WE WILL INQUIRE AND REPORT FURTHER IF 
WE FIND INFORMATION OF INTEREST. 

GOHEF.N 
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